
January 23, 2013 
Bad Lighting 

Sorry that the lighting was so bad in my Skype interview with Chris Berg’s show 
last night.  I should have moved everything to the kitchen. Also, the bandwidth 
hog has been lectured so I can have a better connection, should the opportunity 
arise again. 

I think it is very important and very relevant to all of us, not just those who live on 
the rez under the oppressive corruption which seems to thrive with Government 
Agencies not only covering up that corruption, but encouraging it and funding it; 
and not just the surrounding communities that are affected by the Human 
wreckage created from decades, nay, GENERATIONS of that corruption, but to 
us as a Nation, and as a society as a whole, that we actually become proactive in 
pushing all levels of government to take action that serves to improve the lives of 
people.   

As well, in order to do that, we must keep media on a standard of informing us so 
that we can educate ourselves and research issues that have an effect on our 
lives and the lives of future generations. Ignorance is not bliss; it’s confusion.  

I am always grateful when I see any media covering issues that require real 
research, real digging and real courage in standing up to some of the most 
powerful in Corporate circles or Government itself.  

In A Bad Light 

NOTE: GFH leads their story with this little gem:  

“An internet public records site operated by the state incorrectly showed a 
2004 assault conviction for Mark Little Owl, director of Tribal Social 
Services at Spirit Lake. That case was dismissed, as were two similar 
charges brought in 2009, according to the clerk’s office at Grand Forks 
District Court.” 

Hmmmm…. Really? So, it was standing as convictions when he was hired? But 
has since been ‘corrected’?  Sure. It still means he was, as far as anyone knew 
up until now, convicted. Why was he hired before this was ‘corrected’?  How long 
before the current charges result in a conviction and then later ‘corrected’? I’m 
keeping an eye on this one. I’m a blogger. I can do that.  

That is a correction from their earlier lead, which made no mention of Little Owl’s 
previous convictions. Talk about needing to do ‘research’ before you post an 
article! Very, very sloppy, Fargo Forum. Very.  

Both versions are, as of this posting, continuing to run. So some people will see 
the updated version, 

(http://www.grandforksherald.com/event/article/id/254674/group/homepage/)  
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others will see the previous version. 
(http://www.grandforksherald.com/event/article/id/254634)   

Here’s hoping they fix that so no one ‘gets confused’, by the time someone 
reports this blog to them. (Honestly, boys, I can’t keep doing all your work for 
you! <smile>) 

Today, GF Herald has a story about Mark Little Owl being arrested.  Mark Little 
Owl has a history of violence, abuse, stalking of women.  It’s a well-known 
behavior and history, which, for some reason, Tribal Council and ‘Chairman 
Yankton’, chose to ignore when they put him in charge of Tribal Social Services. 
It was also ignored by a Writer who calls himself Chuck Haga, when he either did 
no research on his subject or decided it was not relevant to his story when he did 
that huge write up on Mark Little Owl’s great work at fixing the ills of Tribal Social 
Services.  

Haga likes to say that he writes what he hears from people.  (Sounds like a 
blogger to me. <wink> ).  

He first became very annoyed with me when I called a piece he wrote on how 
great it was to live on the rez, how safe it was for children, by doing a story on 
Paul Matheny, who does not live on the rez, nor do his children attend the 
schools there.  

He included in that piece, Kristi Wishinsky, a mistress of Matheny, and who has a 
son by him, praising her own work in Tribal Social Services--- all this without 
mentioning that Ms. W had a criminal history (see documents page of this 
website for Wishinsky’s rap sheet), which included Felony Child abuse, neglect, 
drug convictions, etc. She sounded positively noble in the piece he wrote, despite 
the fact that she, as a convicted felon, and with Child Abuse no less, was 
disqualified from having that job in the first place.   

I called his work “Puff Pastry”. Apparently, that lit him up. He didn’t seem to think 
that her ‘ancient history’ was relevant to the story.  

Same way as he didn’t think to mention in his “Walking Tall” descriptor of James 
Yankton, “A burly man, former tribal police officer..” that he was in fact, more like 
Jabba the Hutt, had been fired for corruption from the Tribal PD, and was fired 
from the casino for failing drug tests.  

I guess it interfered with the narrative. Haga used to be a “Prose writer”, 
whatever that means, For the Star Tribune before they went through a massive 
layoff and restructuring.  Unless of course, there is more than one Chuck Haga 
out there and the other one worked for the Star Trib.  

In his closing piece on Mark Little Owl, Haga puts in that little dig about how Little 
Owl claimed (and since then, Haga has claimed)  

“Little Owl faulted what he said were “false allegations” and negative 
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media reports for making it more difficult for the tribe to address its 
acknowledged deficiencies. He said it had hampered recruitment of the 
professionals the tribe desperately needs.” 

I’m not sure, but I find the irony and hypocrisy in that one statement to give me 
fits and giggles.  

I suspect, and I may be paranoid here, * looks around, lifts cushions, looks under 
chair * I think he’s talking about how the blog is ‘fanning that divide’… you know, 
by exposing the rank corruption and demanding action at the Federal/State 
levels.  

Ok, so, if it’s my fault (me being the Blog) that Tribal Social Services hired 
another criminal, who later only recently had his record ‘corrected’ but who is 
again accused of the exact same behaviors from those previous charges, 
conviction-corrected,  because my blog made it difficult for them to recruit… I’ll 
accept that.  I know it is hard to recruit a qualified parade when someone warns 
people that the road ahead is a minefield.  Smart people tend to stay away.  

So, whose fault was it that Kevin Dauphinais was hired? And Kristi Wishinsky 
and a whole string of other criminals? Blame the Blog because you are in a bad 
light now? Or did you put yourself in a bad light long before I ever hit the 
keyboard?  

If, for some reason I am the one responsible for Mark Little Owl or his inability to 
do his job, who was responsible for his predecessors? Who is responsible for his 
behaviors? I see a sea of collective shrugs coming from the Editorial Staff at the 
Fargo Forum.  It’s probably ‘not relevant’ to anything they are doing right now, 
anyway.  

And, running a slam fest on the blog, as Haga did last weekend, though he 
claims that the ‘center of his piece was the ‘11th mandated report’, served as a 
way of distracting people, in general, from the fact that we now have 11 
MANDATED REPORTS OF SEXUAL ABUSE, CHILD ENDANGERMENT on the 
rez.  

He chose a petty, unprofessional path and is now stewing in his own sauce over 
it. I am relatively certain that since the charges against Little Owl were most likely 
already fed via law enforcement press data base of some sort to the Fargo 
Forum, Haga knew this story was coming a week earlier.  I wonder if he was 
trying to set it up to where somehow, he could point the finger elsewhere?  Why 
does Haga always seem to feel it is important to minimize the criminal past of 
people he reports on, given that their positions would make it a ‘need to know’ 
item about them and their qualifications? Why does he need to blame or 
‘insinuate’ that the blog is ‘fanning the divide’ which somehow is the cause of 
these problems on the rez?  

How does any of that make sense? How does exposing child abuse, child rape, 
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rampant corruption, make me or any writer, in any way, responsible for the 
difficulties that come therefrom?  

I don’t know. We’d have to ask him, and his editors at the Fargo Forum as to why 
they chose to go that route, rather than to cover the story directly.   

Now, when I see Haga’s name on a byline, I see an overgrown man, with a 
beard, in a cheerleading outfit, pom poms, and a megaphone cheering on the 
most corrupt and despicable individuals with boundless energy.  I wonder if he 
feels he belongs to their team? He may not be running the ball, but he sure is 
selectively cheering them on.  

When I asked him about his accusing me of ‘fanning the divide’, his excuse was 
that he ‘hears that from some people’.  I’m telling you, the man should be a 
blogger!  He doesn’t question how, or even try to make it make sense… he just 
prints it because ‘he hears it from some people’.  (I smell Pulitzer Prize!) 

It’s all a distraction, like the pickpockets that work the crowd with silly antics while 
their accomplices rob the distracted audiences.  This is not about Haga and it is 
not about me, or my blog.   

The focus should be on the fact that there are children on the rez now, this 
minute, being raped.  They are in the clutches of REGISTERED SEX 
OFFENDERS who are known to the Tribe, the State, and the Federal 
Government.  

Either The Man Who Calls Himself Chuck Haga doesn’t know what he is doing 
and should not be taken seriously--- or he knows precisely what he is doing and 
should be looked at very closely.  

The absolute stupidity in Chairman Yankton, whose own relatives are allegedly 
the ones hurting many of these children, saying that he is doing all he can, but he 
needs more funding… and going on about getting new equipment, fingerprinting, 
helping in the future… what kind of unmitigated nonsense is that?  

THEY ALREADYT KNOW WHO THESE PEOPLE ARE, WHERE THEY LIVE, 
AND WHAT CHILDREN ARE IN THEIR CUSTODY.   It doesn’t take ‘more 
funding’ and ‘new equipment and training’… but, there is no crime out there to 
which the Tribal Council will not twist into a request for more money.  

While we are on the subject: Mark Little Owl was never hired because of 
anything I said or did or wrote. He is, however,  a very close friend with Ericka 
Yankton, and she is also a ‘social worker’.  Would any of that ‘Ancient History’ 
(present day) be relevant to the topic of corruption in the Tribal Social Services? 
Anyone? Guesses?  
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Turning On Lights 

ALL this corruption, and the pattern of hiring criminals, goes way back.  Our Tax 
Dollars have been funding this corruption and our Government Agencies have 
refused to oversee, audit, or enforce any of the regulations and laws that would 
prevent it, stop it, or investigate it, for decades.  

So, you see, the problem is not the rez on its own. The problem is System-Wide. 
It runs like a muddy flooding river, touching every community, every pocket book 
without exception.  

Someone, or several “someones” are profiting from this. This is not 
‘incompetence’. This is clearly an ongoing, system-wide criminal organization 
that reaches into every level of government, politics, and Justice.   

This is not ‘racism’.  Anyone who tries to play that card is full of crap. This is not 
about the Good People of Spirit Lake being corrupt. It is about them being 
horrifically oppressed and abused by the most egregious, corrupt Tribal Council 
with the backing and support of the FBI and the BIA.  

The best, the brightest, and the most courageous people I have ever met or 
heard from live on that rez.  It is full of good, decent people struggling against 
overwhelming odds of government protected, enforced corruption, and they are 
the ones getting the information to me. They are the ones risking everything, 
including personal safety, to get this information out.  We owe it to them, The 
Good People of Spirit Lake, and to their children and our own, to get into this, 
clean it up and fix it.  

Lights are being turned on, and ugly abuses, horrendous crimes are coming into 
view. We are seeing the shapes and forms of corruption, and the slime trails that 
connect throughout the system and we must act to clean this up. It’s ugly.  

Many would rather just go behind us and turn the lights off. They don’t want to 
see. They can’t wrap their minds around what is really happening and I don’t 
blame them. It is overwhelming.  But one thing we should all know is this: It is not 
beyond our ability, collectively, to not only turn on these lights, but to hold 
accountable, everyone in government by constant pressure of our voices, media 
and Social Media, until they act to clean this up.  

We don’t need clown shows of GOP trying to smear Obama with these stupid 
ass ‘hearings’ that are based on utter bullshit and hypocrisy.  There are real, 
substantial issues that can be brought out into the light of day and put on the Hot 
Seat.  

Yes, it will also affect both parties. It will be revealed that this has been 
sanctioned by the most powerful in our government, for decades.  THAT is what 
needs to be done.  
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Heidi Heitkamp is the new Senator for ND. She has pretty much turned her nose 
up at even looking at this issue, much less taking a stand on it.  But, she works 
for us now. ALL of us.  I don’t care which corporations, or special interests 
funded her election. She answers to us. Start contacting her and demand that 
she order, schedule, promote a FULL SENATE HEARING on the 11 
MANDATED REPORTS.  

Let’s start with something small, like Child Rape.  More will be revealed as the 
rocks are turned over. We can do this together. We cannot do this alone.  Nor 
can we do this divided and fragmented by petty politics.  We cannot do this by 
name calling and we cannot do this by waiting for someone else to do it for us. 
This is OURS to do—all of us.  

This is where our focus should be. Forget the Fargo Forum and the petulant 
prose writer.  Forget the Blog. It’s not about me.  This is about ALL of us, and 
what we can do now.  

THIS is the issue that affects our lives, and determines whether the future is 
better for all of us, or if it is much, much scarier.  

We’ve been in the dark long enough. 

We are ALL RELATED. 

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

PS: I hear that Spirit Lake Nation was chosen to Represent by marching in the 
Inaugural Parade, and that the Tribal Council received funding for the trip, and for 
their families to go with them… and they took the money and never showed up.  
The blurb about it had to be taken off their website.  Can’t even show up to 
Represent?  I’m sure there is a very good reason for that, and that the money will 
be refunded by those who took it. <sarcasm> Just another embarrassment for 
the tribe.  

 


